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In these pages we have identified this ' unconscious' with the
hypothetical mental structure, and have sought to emphasize
the difference in nature between it and experience. We
pointed out that the unconscious has two main attributes—
mnenae, or the power to conserve elements derived from past
experience, and horme, or activity. Now, in its hormic aspect
the unconscious has the power, firstly, of determining experi-
ence and behaviour; secondly, of recombiriing its elements into
constellations which have unity of their own. We must now
study further this second manifestation of horme, the endo-
psychic process of which the subject is unaware, looking for
guidance to Freud and other thinkers of the same school.
In preceding chapters, too, we outlined the growth of the un-
conscious. We found that at birth it possesses a certain degree
of organization into dispositions which, as we must suppose,
have been built up in the months of prenatal life on lines laid
down by the past history of the race. We saw how experience
leaves behind it certain after-effects, or engrams, which are not
dead deposits, but active constituents of the unconscious, enter-
ing into and modifying the structures that are already there.
Then we studied the sentiment, which we saw to be a large-
scale organization of the affective-conative tendencies round a
common object. Finally we saw that the principle of cohesion
continues to apply to the sentiments, which themselves tend
to form a constellation round a common object of interest.
Since the only object capable of comprehending all the senti-
ments is the self, the self-sentiment is normally an organization
of all the conative tendencies.
But, as we have said, the development so outlined does not
always proceed smoothly. If it did the unconscious would
always be a perfectly organized unity, acting as one, and de-
termining in no uncertain way the line of behaviour to be pur-
sued by its possessor. In no one is this organization perfect.
As sentiments are formed there are stray tendencies, as it were,
that will not unite with the others; and as the self-sentiment is
formed there are again refractory tendencies or even whole
sentiments that will not readily enter into the hierarchy, the
subject being unwilling to recognize them as part of the self,

